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remember as you leave office that Afghani-
stan will remember you tremendously, nice-
ly, with affection. And you are there in our 
memory in a golden plate. Come and visit 
us so we can show it to you in a manner 
that we do traditionally in Afghanistan. 

President Bush. Yes, sir. 
President Karzai. It’s an honor to have 

associated with you, to have had your friend-
ship and to have had your support and to 
have had your patience with me and some 
of our habits up there. [Laughter]. Very, very 
nice of you. I have yelled at times; I’ve been 
angry at times, but you’ve always been smil-
ing and generous, and that’s so nice of you. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
President Karzai. Thank you very much. 
President Bush. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3 p.m. in the Roo-
sevelt Room at the White House. 

Proclamation 8294—To Implement 
Amendments to the Burmese 
Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003 
September 26, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
1. Section 3A(b)(1) of the Burmese Free-

dom and Democracy Act of 2003 (Public 
Law 108–61) (the ‘‘Burmese Freedom and 
Democracy Act’’), as amended by section 
6(a) of the Tom Lantos Block Burmese 
JADE (Junta’s Anti-Democratic Efforts) Act 
of 2008 (Public Law 110–286) (the ‘‘JADE 
Act’’), directs the President to prohibit the 
importation of jadeite and rubies mined or 
extracted from Burma, as well as the impor-
tation of articles of jewelry containing jadeite 
and rubies mined or extracted from Burma 
(Burmese covered articles), until such time 
as the President determines and certifies to 
the appropriate congressional committees 
that Burma has met the conditions described 
in section 3(a)(3) of the Burmese Freedom 
and Democracy Act. 

2. Sections 3A(c)(1) and 3A(c)(2) of the 
Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act, as 
amended, set forth certain conditions for the 
importation of jadeite and rubies mined or 

extracted from countries other than Burma, 
as well as for the importation of articles of 
jewelry containing jadeite and rubies mined 
or extracted from countries other than 
Burma (non-Burmese covered articles). 

3. Section 3A(c)(2) of the Act, as amended, 
also permits the President to waive the condi-
tions for importation set forth in section 
3A(c)(1) of non-Burmese covered articles 
from any country with respect to which the 
President determines and certifies to the ap-
propriate congressional committees that the 
country has implemented certain measures 
to prevent the trade in Burmese covered arti-
cles. 

4. In order to implement the prohibitions 
on the importation of Burmese covered arti-
cles and the conditions for importation of 
non-Burmese covered articles set forth in 
sections 3A(b)(1), 3A(c)(1), and 3A(c)(2) of 
the Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act, 
as amended, it is necessary to modify the 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States (HTS) to include an additional U.S. 
Note to chapter 71. 

5. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974, 
as amended (the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 
2483), authorizes the President to embody 
in the HTS the substance of relevant provi-
sions of that Act, or other acts affecting im-
port treatment, and of actions taken there-
under, including the removal, modification, 
continuance, or imposition of any rate of duty 
or other import restriction. 

6. Sections 3A(b)(2) and 3A(c)(3) of the 
Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act, as 
amended, authorize the President to issue 
such proclamations, regulations, licenses, and 
orders, and conduct such investigations, as 
may be necessary to implement the prohibi-
tion on Burmese covered articles set forth 
in section 3A(b)(1) of that Act and the condi-
tions for importation of non-Burmese cov-
ered articles set forth in sections 3A(c)(1) and 
3A(c)(2) of that Act. 

7. I have determined that it is appropriate 
to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
and the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
pursuant to sections 3A(b)(2) and 3A(c)(3) 
of the Burmese Freedom and Democracy 
Act, as amended, to issue regulations, li-
censes, and orders, and conduct such inves-
tigations as may be necessary, to implement 
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the prohibition on importation of Burmese 
covered articles set forth in section 3A(b)(1) 
of that Act and the conditions for importation 
of non-Burmese covered articles set forth in 
sections 3A(c)(1) and 3A(c)(2) of that Act. 
I further determine that it is appropriate to 
authorize the Secretary of the Treasury and 
the Secretary of Homeland Security to re-
delegate, as necessary, any of these functions 
to other officers and agencies of the United 
States Government consistent with applica-
ble law. 

8. I have determined that it is appropriate 
to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in consultation with the Secretary of State, 
to perform the functions set forth in section 
3A(c)(2)(A) of the Burmese Freedom and 
Democracy Act, as amended, relating to the 
issuance waivers of the conditions for impor-
tation set forth in section 3A(c)(1) of non- 
Burmese covered articles from any country 
that has implemented certain measures to 
prevent the trade in Burmese covered arti-
cles. I further determine that it is appropriate 
to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to redelegate, as necessary, any of these func-
tions to other officers and agencies of the 
United States Government consistent with 
applicable law. 

9. Section 3A(b)(3)(A) of the Burmese 
Freedom and Democracy Act, as amended, 
directs the President to take all appropriate 
actions to seek issuance of a draft waiver de-
cision by the Council for Trade in Goods of 
the World Trade Organization (WTO) grant-
ing a waiver of the applicable WTO obliga-
tions with respect to the provisions of section 
3A of the Burmese Freedom and Democracy 
Act, as amended, and any measures taken to 
implement it. 

10. I have determined that it is appropriate 
to authorize the United States Trade Rep-
resentative to perform the functions speci-
fied in section 3A(b)(3)(A) of the Burmese 
Freedom and Democracy Act, as amended. 

11. Section 3A(b)(3)(B) of the Burmese 
Freedom and Democracy Act, as amended, 
directs the President to take all appropriate 
actions to seek the adoption of a resolution 
by the United Nations General Assembly ex-
pressing the need to address trade in Bur-
mese covered articles and calling for the cre-
ation and implementation of a workable cer-

tification scheme for non-Burmese covered 
articles to prevent the trade in Burmese cov-
ered articles. 

12. I have determined that it is appropriate 
to authorize the Secretary of State to perform 
the functions specified in section 3A(b)(3)(B) 
of the Burmese Freedom and Democracy 
Act, as amended. 

13. Section 3A(g) of the Burmese Free-
dom and Democracy Act, as amended, di-
rects the President to, not later than January 
26, 2009, transmit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report describing 
what actions the United States has taken dur-
ing the 60-day period beginning on the date 
of the enactment of the JADE Act to seek 
(i) the issuance of a draft waiver decision by 
the Council for Trade in Goods of the WTO, 
as specified in section 3A(b)(3)(A) of the 
Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act, as 
amended; (ii) the adoption of a resolution by 
the United Nations General Assembly, as 
specified in section 3A(b)(3)(B) of that Act; 
and (iii) the negotiation of an international 
arrangement, as specified in section 3A(f)(1) 
of that Act. 

14. I have determined that it is appropriate 
to authorize the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the United States Trade Rep-
resentative, to perform the functions speci-
fied in section 3A(g) of the Burmese Free-
dom and Democracy Act, as amended. 

15. Under section 3(b) of the Burmese 
Freedom and Democracy Act, as amended 
by section 6(c) of the JADE Act, the Presi-
dent may waive the restrictions described 
above if the President determines and noti-
fies the Committees on Appropriations, Fi-
nance, and Foreign Relations of the Senate 
and the Committees on Appropriations, For-
eign Affairs, and Ways and Means of the 
House of Representatives that to do so is in 
the national interest of the United States. 

16. I have determined that it is appropriate 
to authorize the Secretary of State to perform 
the functions and authorities specified in sec-
tion 3(b) of the Burmese Freedom and De-
mocracy Act, as amended. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
acting under the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States of America, including sections 3 and 
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3A of the Burmese Freedom and Democracy 
Act, as amended by section 6 of the JADE 
Act, section 604 of the 1974 Act, and section 
301 of title 3, United States Code, do pro-
claim that: 

(1) In order to implement the prohibition 
on the importation of Burmese covered arti-
cles and the conditions for the importation 
of non-Burmese covered articles provided for 
in sections 3A(b)(1) and 3A(c)(1) of the Bur-
mese Freedom and Democracy Act, as 
amended, an additional U.S. Note as set forth 
in the Annex to this proclamation is included 
in chapter 71 of the HTS. 

(2) Beginning on September 27, 2008, the 
importation into the United States of any 
Burmese covered article shall be prohibited, 
except as provided for (i) in section 3A(d) 
of the Burmese Freedom and Democracy 
Act, as amended; (ii) in regulations, orders, 
directives, or licenses that may be issued pur-
suant to this proclamation and section 
3A(b)(2) of the Burmese Freedom and De-
mocracy Act, as amended; or (iii) by waiver 
issued pursuant to section 3(b) of the Bur-
mese Freedom and Democracy Act, as 
amended. 

(3) Beginning on September 27, 2008, as 
a condition for the importation into the 
United States of any non-Burmese covered 
article, the importer and exporter of such ar-
ticle must meet the conditions set forth in 
section 3A(c)(1) of the Burmese Freedom 
and Democracy Act, as amended, except as 
provided for (i) in section 3A(d) of that Act; 
(ii) in regulations, orders, directives, or li-
censes issued pursuant to this proclamation 
and section 3A(c)(3) of the Burmese Free-
dom and Democracy Act, as amended; or (iii) 
by waiver issued pursuant to either section 
3(b) or section 3A(c)(2) of the Burmese 
Freedom and Democracy Act, as amended. 

(4) The Secretary of the Treasury and the 
Secretary of Homeland Security are hereby 
authorized, pursuant to sections 3A(b)(2) and 
3A(c)(3) of the Burmese Freedom and De-
mocracy Act, as amended, to issue regula-
tions, licenses, and orders, and conduct such 
investigations as may be necessary, to imple-
ment the prohibition on Burmese covered ar-
ticles set forth in section 3A(b)(1) of that Act 
and the conditions for importation of non- 
Burmese covered articles set forth in sections 

3A(c)(1) and 3A(c)(2) of that Act. The Sec-
retary of the Treasury and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security are further authorized to 
redelegate, as necessary, any of these func-
tions to other officers and agencies of the 
United States Government consistent with 
applicable law. 

(5) The Secretary of the Treasury, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State, is here-
by authorized to perform the functions set 
forth in section 3A(c)(2)(A) of the Burmese 
Freedom and Democracy Act, as amended, 
relating to the issuance of waivers of the con-
ditions for importation set forth in section 
3A(c)(1) of non-Burmese covered articles 
from any country that has implemented cer-
tain measures to prevent the trade in Bur-
mese covered articles. The Secretary of the 
Treasury may redelegate any of these func-
tions to other officers and agencies of the 
United States Government consistent with 
applicable law. 

(6) The United States Trade Representa-
tive is hereby authorized to perform the 
functions specified in section 3A(b)(3)(A) of 
the Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act, 
as amended. 

(7) The Secretary of State is hereby au-
thorized to perform the functions specified 
in section 3A(b)(3)(B) of the Burmese Free-
dom and Democracy Act, as amended. 

(8) The Secretary of State is hereby au-
thorized, in consultation with the United 
States Trade Representative, to perform the 
functions specified in section 3A(g) of the 
Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act, as 
amended. 

(9) The Secretary of State is hereby au-
thorized to perform the functions specified 
in section 3(b) of the Burmese Freedom and 
Democracy Act, as amended. 

(10) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third. 

George W. Bush 
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 30, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation and its attached annex 
will be published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 1. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

September 20 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the evening, on the North Portico, the 

President and Mrs. Bush greeted President 
Alvaro Uribe Velez of Colombia. 

September 21 
In the evening, the President had separate 

telephone conversations with Secretary of 
the Treasury Henry M. Paulson, Jr., and 
President Hu Jintao of China to discuss the 
financial markets situation. 

September 22 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to New 
York City, NY, where, upon arrival in the 
afternoon, he met with USA Freedom Corps 
volunteer Joey Rizzolo, Jr. 

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to Colts Neck, NJ, where, at a private 
residence, he attended a Lance-Myers New 
Jersey Trust reception. Later, he traveled to 
the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York City, 
NY. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended a U.S. heads of state recep-
tion. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Mississippi and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in 
the area struck by Hurricane Gustav from 
August 28 to September 8. 

September 23 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. He then had a telephone 
conversation with Secretary of the Treasury 
Henry M. Paulson, Jr., to discuss the finan-
cial markets situation. Later, he traveled to 
the United Nations Headquarters. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to the Millennium UN Plaza Hotel, 
where he was joined by Mrs. Bush. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Governors Island, where 
they participated in a photo opportunity with 
dissidents. Later, they returned to the Wal-
dorf-Astoria Hotel. 

In the evening, the President traveled to 
the United Nations Headquarters, where he 
met with Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of 
the United Nations. Later, he returned to 
the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. 

September 24 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. He then traveled to the 
Council of the Americas, where he partici-
pated in a meeting on free trade with West-
ern Hemisphere leaders. Later, he and Mrs. 
Bush returned to Washington, DC. 

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Republican Presi-
dential nominee John McCain to discuss the 
suspension of his political campaign and the 
financial markets situation. He also had a 
telephone conversation with Democrat Presi-
dential nominee Barack Obama. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Michael S. Doran to be Assistant 
Secretary of State (International Information 
Programs). 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate John Grasty Crews II to be Inspec-
tor General of the Small Business Adminis-
tration. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Duane R. Roberts, Donald J. Hall, 
Jr., and Joan Hotchkis as members of the 
Board of Trustees of the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Elizabeth Johnson as Acting Under 
Secretary of Agriculture for Food Safety. 
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